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HARD CUT:
EXT. H GH SCHOCOL - DAY

A perfect blue sky drapes behind Spicket H gh, it's fall.
Wth orange and brown | eaves filling the | andscape around the
school .

(V.O) LESLIE
So Rupert, how are you settling into
Spi cket Hi gh?

I NT. JANI TORS BREAKROOM

Dmlighting and solid concrete blocks Iine the room Wth
just a handful of |ockers, a crappy table and a single stool.
It feels like a prison nore than sonewhere for the custodi ans
to take a break.

LESLI E an ol der gentl eman who has been working for the school
for sone odd years.

Dressed in a navy blue custodians outfit. A white and grey
beard drapes over his chest, and a voice gravelly fromtine
resides wthin his nouth.

Across the roomis RUPERT. four o'clock shadow, tall and
skinny. He has the face of a man who's beat and w shes he was
wor ki ng any ot her job.

RUPERT
It's alright, not really all that
different fromthe other school s |
wor ked at .
(pause)
The only real difference is having ny
son ar ound.

LESLI E
How i s Tonmmy doing? Still giving you
the col d shoul der when he sees you
around school ?

| NT. HALLWAY

Col ors of brown and off white, and the | ook of a school that
hasn't been updated since they banned snoking from public
spaces.

We see TOMW wal king with his friends in the hallway, He
| ooks across the hall and sees his father waving. Conpletely



ignoring his father Tormy and his friends continue to wal k
right past w thout acknow edgi ng Rupert.

RUPERT (V. Q)
Just as he's been doi ng ever since |
transferred here. The thing is, now he
seens to be ignoring ne at honme as
wel | .

I NT. JANI TORS BREAKROOM

LESLI E
Wel |l have you tired talking to him
about it?

RUPERT

|'ve tried everything.

Rupert lets out a sigh of defeat. Hi s eyes begin to tear a
little fromit all.

RUPERT ( CONT' D)

Mel i na woul d' ve been able to get
through to him She knew just what
soneone needed to fix them

(pause)
God! | just wish she didn't run off
with that guy. Leaving Tomy and | by
our sel ves.

Leslie trying to be as caring as a 57 year old custodian mal e
can, tosses Rupert his Tasty Cake fromhis |unch box.

LESLI E
You' re doing your best. |'m sure Tommy
knows that, and for Pete's sake, he is
only 16 after all. Kids his age al ways
have that kind of behavior.
(pause)
And at least he's still being a part
of sone after-school activities.
RUPERT
| guess you're right.
(pause)

The thing is, though, ever since he
joined that choir, all his tinme has
becone dedicated to it.

LESLI E
Bill puts those kids through the
( MORE)



LESLI E ( CONT' D)

ringer. 1'll walk by the choir room
after school, and he's giving those
kids hell for nmessing up the small est
t hi ngs.

(pause)
| definitely wouldn't want to know
what he's |ike outside of this
bui | di ng.

Rupert decides to take a seat on the floor as his | egs begin
to tire from standi ng

RUPERT
Well, | can definitely say what it's
like to be on that side of Bill.

| NT. HALLWAY

Rupert is in a section of the school nopping the floor. It's
qui et. The only sounds are the squeaking of the wet nop and
t he whi sper of nusic comng from Rupert's headphones.

Qut of the corner of his eye, he catches soneone novi ng down
the opposite hall. It's Tomy | aughing while texting on his
phone.

Rupert trying to have a funny nonent with his son sneaks up
behi nd him

RUPERT
Excuse ne young man, but where is your
hal | pass?

Tomry frightened junps around to see who's behind him Seeing
his dad, Tomry blows himoff and continues his way down the
hal | texting.

RUPERT ( CONT' D)
Uh, hello? Earth to Tommy? | maybe the
janitor at your school but I'mstil
your father!

Rupert grabs Tommy's armto spin himback around.

TOVWY
What are you doing let go of ne!

RUPERT
Who are you texting that's nore
i mportant than your father? You're
( MORE)



RUPERT ( CONT' D)
lucky I don't take that damm phone
awnay!

The anger on Rupert's face beconmes nore and nore intense, as
Tonmy struggles to free hinself fromhis dads grip.

TOMWY
It's none of your business dad, why
can't you just |eave ne alone for
once!

As Rupert is about to snatch the phone out of his sons hands
Bill enters the hallway where this commtion is happening.

Bl LL
Excuse ne! Now what do you think
you' re doing to this poor student?

Rupert enbarrassed tries to utter a word to Bill to defend
himsel f for his actions toward Tonmy.

Bl LL ( CONT' D)
Just because the school has a zero
phone policy doesn't give you the
right to put your hands on him
(pause)
Tomry are you ok?

Bill and Tormy begin to wal k away towards the choir room

Looki ng back Bill gives Rupert a nasty | ook while still
having his arm w apped around Tomy.

RUPERT( MUMBI LI NG
No it wasn't what it seened..

That's ny son

Rupert now stands al one staring as his son wal king away. This
makes Rupert truly feel as though his son is torn apart from
hi m

LESLIE (V. Q)
Shit Rupert, that seens pretty
serious. Did you say anything to Tomy
t hat ni ght?

FADE TO



I NT. JANI TORS BREAKROOM

RUPERT
By the tine | got hone he was al ready
in his bed asleep. So I just ate al one
and called it a night.

Leslie | ooks down at his watch and sees that its tine to go
back to work. He hel ps Rupert off the ground and they both
punch back in on their tinme cards.

LESLI E
Hopefully you both can get this whole
thing settled between you two.
(pause)
Especial ly because if we keep having
t hese therapy sessions during break,
"Il have to start charging ya!

Leslie gives Rupert a pat on the back before exiting the
room |eaving Rupert by hinself with nothing but the buzz of
t he overhead |ight.

Wth the weight of everything going on, Rupert flops hinself
into the chair of the break room

I NT. MAIN OFFI CE

Wiite plain walls, and grey matted carpets. A place where
noting but the sound of breathing and ruffling papers fills
the air.

Joy is the last thing this part of the school sees.

W see Rupert with a vacuum cl eaning what he can of the
carpets, that shoul d've been changed out years ago.

The sound of the vacuumis nuffled by the nusic playing in
Rupert's ears. Another sound can be heard anongst everyt hing.
Sonmeone trying to get Rupert's attention.

PRI NCl PLE HI Gd NS
(muf fl ed)
Excuse ne!, Hell o? Rupert!

Rupert realizes soneone is trying to get his attention and
takes off his headphones to check whose nuffled voice it is.

PRI NCI PLE HI GG NS( CONT' D)
Rupert ?



Turni ng around Rupert becones nervous when seeing its Higgins
shouting for him

RUPERT
What can | do for you sir?

H GA NS
| hope you know that this school has
zero tolerance for putting your hands
on a student. If | hear that you ever

do such a thing again, |I'll have you
fired and blacklisted fromthis
district.

Rupert starting to beconme angered by the situation he's in,
tries to defend hinself.

RUPERT
Is this fromBill? Cause |I'I|l have you
know that the student was my son

H GE NS

(cutting off Rupert)
| don't care who the student was! Your
son or not this doesn't | ook good from
what Bill infornmed ne of.

(pause)
|"'m not sure where this behavior is
comng frombut you're starting to
scare sone of the staff here Rupert.

RUPERT
(confused)
|"m scaring the staff?

H G3 NS
Your actions are |eading you down a
dark path Rupert. | think you should
start thinking about getting sone
hel p.

Rupert's knuckl es are white from how hard he's hold onto the
vacuum The heavy m x of enotions cause Rupert's hearing to
go in and out.

RUPERT
(timd)
l"msorry sir, it won't happen
again. ..



Hi ggins now starting to exit the office. Turns to say one
| ast thing to Rupert.

H GE NS
|'"'mgoing to be making sure Bill keeps
an eye on Tommy during school hour's
until | feel your behavior has

i mpr oved.

Hi ggins exits the office | eaving Rupert once again to be
standing in his own ness of enotions.

He crunbles to the fl oor sobbing as we fade to bl ack.
| NT. JANI TORS BREAKROOM

We see the clock on the punch card box read 9 P.M, Leslie
and Rupert are finally punching out and getting ready to head
hone for the day.

LESLI E
Finally, the best part of the day is
her e!

Leslie | ooks over to Rupert who seens to be absorbed in his
phone.

W see a string of texts to Tonmmy, trying to contact him
about their situation, and how nuch he neans to him

LESLI E ( CONT' D)
Rupert, are you alright? You're
| ooking li ke the students who can't
get off those damm thi ngs.

Rupert finally breaks fromthe screen to | ook over at Leslie,
wi th an enotional |ook on his face.

RUPERT
Tomry hasn't answered nme back all day.
|"mworried Leslie.

LESLI E

Rupert, I'mgoing to say this with the
ut nost care.

(pause)
YOU ARE OVERTHI NKI NG THI S! My daught er
was the sanme way when she was Tommy's
age. You just have to give them space
and they' Il figure it out.



Wil e saying this Leslie is taking his hat and coat out of
his | ocker.

RUPERT
Leslie didn't your daughter nove
across the country after coll ege and
hasn't called you since?

Leslie now with a disgruntled expression stares at Rupert for
a nonent.

LESLI E
Have a good ni ght Rupert.

Leslie puts his hat on with some aggression and | eaves.

Rupert | ooks down at his phone one last tine and still an
enpty area of responses.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

Rupert is walking to his beat-up 1989 brown Ford Festiva, in
a nearly enpty parking |lot outside the school. He's trying to
get the key in the side door I ock.

The keys fall from Rupert's hands and he reaches down to grab
t hem when he hears sonmeone unl ocking their car. Looking up
he sees Bill putting his things into his 2010 yel |l ow Toyota
Tacoma

RUPERT
HEY!

Rupert shouts to Bill across the parking | ot with discernable
anger.

RUPERT ( CONT' D)
| have a bone to pick with you!

Rupert now storm ng over to Bill

RUPERT( CONT' D)
You stay out of ny life and especially
my son's you got it?

Bill still packing his car is unphased by Rupert's words

Bl LL
Rupert this is the type of behavior
t hought Principle Hggins talked to
you about .



BI LL ( CONT' D)
(pause)
We woul dn't want this to escal ate any
future now woul d we?

RUPERT
Don't you dare threaten ne. My son is
everything to nme and | wouldn't dare
lay a finger on him.

Rupert being inches away fromBill is shoved away.

Bl LL
(slightly frustrated)
Rupert | don't care if he's your son
or not. Don't you know putting your
hands on a child is wong.

RUPERT
You're acting like | was beating ny
son.

Bl LL
Well fromwhat |'ve seen | wouldn't be
shocked if you did. Hell I'msurprised
| haven't found a cigarette burn on
hi m

RUPERT
You think you're being funny?

Bl LL
No |'"mbeing realistic.

(pause)

Between a |l ousy janitor and a choir

t eacher whose been at this school for
30 years. 1'd say ny word is stronger
t han yours.

Bill then begins to get into his car

RUPERT
(frustrated)
You have no right trying to control ny
life!

Bill starts the car and speeds off tires screeching.

RUPERT ( CONT' D)
Stay away from ny son!



10.

I NT. RUPERTS CAR

Lighting strikes as Rupert frantically junps into his car.
Shaken up fromthe altercation, he has a hard tinme getting
the keys into the ignition.

He finally gets his car started and speeds off. Worry fills
his mnd as the threats frombill echo in the cold nights
air.

EXT. RUPERTS HOUSE

A small one floor honme is seen. front yard barley big enough
to call a yard, and a drive way that perfectly fits only one
car.

Rain is pouring down, and one light is on. It seeps through
the front wi ndow toward the opposite side of where the drive
way is. Rupert steps out of his car covering hinself with his
jacket, trying not to get wet.

He see's Tommy's bedroomlight is on.

RUPERT
Thank god, he's still awake.

Rupert cl oses the car door and wal ks into the house in a
hurry wanting to talk with his son.

| NT. RUPERTS HOUSE

Wal ki ng through the front door Rupert calls out for Tommy.
There is no response.

RUPERT
(out of breath)
Tomry! Are you still up bud?

Rupert puts his bag on the couch and hangs up his coat. He
noti ces the house is a ness.

Wal ki ng through his hone the sight of blankets scattered
around the floor, books thrown fromthe shelves, and many of
t he kitchen cabinets are w de open.

RUPERT ( CONT' D)
(whi spering to hinself)
What the hell happened here?

Rupert turns toward the hallway in a slight hurry and begins
to wal k toward Tonmy's room
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RUPERT
Tommy |I'msorry for the way things
have been recently.

Can we please just tal k about all
this?

Still no words are given from behind the door of Tommy's
room

Rupert is becom ng uneasy and is al nost frozen when reaching
for the doorknob.

RUPERT ( CONT' D)
|"msorry for the other day bud. |
just wanted to have a funny nonent
t oget her -

Bef ore another word could be nuttered, Rupert opens his son's
door. Petrified seeing Tonmy laying on the ground lifeless. A
pill bottle lays next to his son's opened hand.

Time al nost seens to cone to a crashing halt. In a panic
Rupert rushes to his son knocking over sone of the itens
Wi thin the room

Kneel ing over top of his son, all of Tommy's color is
stripped fromhis skin. A gloss washes over Tommy's eyes, and
stale foam sticks to the side of his face.

Al life has left this body.

RUPERT
(rmortified)
Tomry! ? TOVIWY!
(pause)
No god pl ease, not |ike this!

During his panic of trying to do whatever Rupert can to
resuscitate his son, he sees a note |laying on Tommy's bed.

Rupert begins to read.

RUPERT ( CONT' D)

Tomry you are a special boy one that
peopl e |i ke your father couldn't
under st and.

(pause)
The things that you and | have shared
and the nonents we have together are
speci al .
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Confusion fills the roomas Rupert doesn't understand what
this letter is about.

He conti nues to read.

RUPERT ( CONT' D)
Uttering a single word about this
could cause a |lot of trouble for you
Tonmy.
(pause)
So it's best if we keep that pretty
mout h of yours SHUT.

Attached to the letter are polaroid' s of Tomy in his
under wear .

Brui ses and scratches covering Tommy's body and in red
lipstick a kiss mark can be seen on top of one of the
pi ctures.

Rupert spiraling fromwhat he has just read, grabs his son's
phone. Upon opening it, he sees texts fromwhat his son told
hi m was none of his business.

Thousands of inappropriate texts from(Billy with a heart),
sent to his son

Tal k of sex, nudes, and threats of hurting Tommy if he ever
spoke out about what has transpired between them

Rupert drops the phone in shock. His eyes welling up with
tears.

He grabs his son's |lifel ess body and weeps.
RUPERT
"' msorry Tomy. .
(pause)
" mso sorry...

The sound of Rupert's cries echo as the screen fades to
bl ack.

FADE OUT



